Hello everyone,

It’s Josh here again, from Kishimoto. Wow,
it’s so hot recently! I can’t believe it. I think
I will start going to the beach on the week-
ends. What do you like to do in the hot
weather? In Australia, we love swimming!
We either go to a pool, or to the beach. The
water is the best cure for a hot day.

Well, I had my birthday recently, and I just
turned 28. I had a great time this year
because I was surrounded by lots of friends.
Today’s article is about birthday party
culture.

In Australia, many people love birthday
parties, just like Japan. We love meeting our
friends, eating, drinking and having lots of
fun. This year is my second year in Japan,
and I have met more amazing friends than I
did last year. So  wanted to organize a party
Sfor my birthday, like I would in Australia.

My Japanese friend said, “You can'’t
organize your own birthday party.” I was
surprised. In Australia,it’s quite normal to
invite people to your own party.So being
invited personally can be a strong sign of
friendship, and should make you feel very
happy.

My friend said that in Japan, Japanese
people don’t often invite people directly.
Usually someone will organize a party or
even a surprise party for you.

I was a little shocked and I didn’t know what
to do. So I decided not to have a party.

However my closest friends found out that 1
wasn’t having a party. Without me knowing,
they all organized for me to have a surprise
party. I'd never had a surprise party before.
It was really fun, but I was a little embar-
rassed and I couldn’t talk very well. Some
people couldn’t come to the party and so
they invited me to dinner, and one group
even had another surprise dinner. My
“birth-day” turned into a “birth-week”.
(@.@) [ think that this doesn’t happen in
Japan or Australia very often. So I feel
really, very lucky to have found, and made,
so many friends here.

Next time, I'll tell you all about my first time
planting rice!

Thank you for reading!

Josh
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