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Hello Everyone!

Recently Gwen and I went to Korea! On November 16th, one of
my very good friends drove us from Mizokuchi to the Interna-
tional Ferry Terminal in Sakaiminato. We got there a little too
early, so we went to a nearby department store. It was the
biggest one I've ever seen in Japan! I've never seen one that
huge, not even in Tokyo! We went back to the terminal, bought
our reserved tickets from the young Russian woman who was
working at the desk, and boarded the ferry. Most of the passen-
gers on the ferry were Korean people returning home to Korea
after sightseeing in Japan.

The first thing we noticed about the ferry was that almost
everyone who worked on the ferry sounded like native English
speakers. Both the Korean and the Filipino people working on
board used nearly perfect English. We were very surprised! We
became even more surprised when we found out that we had a
whole room with 8 beds all to ourselves! Because of that, it was
easy to sleep on our way to Korea. In the evening, we spent
some time in the Ferry’s bar and in the night club, which had a
saxophonist playing along to a Korean karaoke machine. It
was very interesting.

We arrived in Donghae, Korea the next morning. Donghae is
an interesting port town, similar to Sakaiminato. We quickly
took a bus to our hotel, and were shocked by how big and nice
the room was, given how cheap it was. It had free water and
plum juice in the fridge, a giant HDTV attached to a PC, and a
huge bathroom and shower. We spent all of our time in
Donghae, doing things such as going to the beach, and eating
Korean barbecue (yakiniku).

The yakiniku place we would frequent was very cheap and
delicious. It was all you can eat for only 1200 yen! The waiter
there was also very kind, and spoke fluent English. He asked us
many questions about America. We also went to another kind of
Korean restaurant. They gave us a giant noodle bowl with
assorted chicken parts, such as chicken spine. It was okay, but
it was very strange. So for dinner, we went to eat Korean pizza
at a place called Mr. Pizza, which is the most popular pizza
restaurant in Korea. It was delicious, even compared to
American pizza!

Our trip from Korea to Japan was very different from our trip
from Japan to Korea. We shared the room with an elderly
Japanese man, a middle-aged Japanese-Korean man who was
fluent in Japanese and Korean, as well as two young Russian
men. It was very interesting to communicate with everyone. The
two Japanese men were very happy when they learned I spoke
Japanese, and they asked me many questions about my life.
One of the Russian men knew some English, but almost no
Japanese, so he would often ask me to translate the two
Japanese men’s Japanese into English. The other Russian man
only knew Russian, so the Russian man who knew some English
would translate my English translation of the Japanese into
Russian so he could understand. It was very confusing, but was
a very unique experience. The seas were very choppy,
especially during dinner, but we arrived safely back in
Sakaiminato.

Until next time!
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